
Otterburn Parish Council
Parish Clerk’s Report

7 July, 2010 – 3 September, 2010

Item 3a: Conveyance of two gifts of land to the Parish Council – Update: I have spoken to Cuthbertsons 
Solicitors today to be advised that the paperwork relating to the Willow Green conveyance has now been received 
from Aimbaron’s solicitors. Mr Carroll will review this next week but assuming there is nothing untoward he hopes 
this work could be completed during September. The generosity of the Willow Green residents towards the cost of 
the conveyance has been amazing with £544.73 raised.

Mr Carroll advises that Mr Corbett’s solicitors are still seeking a Fee Undertaking despite Mr Corbett advising me he 
had told the solicitors this would not be necessary. I will speak to Mr Corbett again on this matter so that the 
conveyance can progress.

Item 3b: Village litter tidy up: You will be asked to give consideration as to when this should take place. There 
are a good number of matters that this item links to so perhaps it would be best to arrange the event for Spring 
2011.

Item 3c: Children’s play area Brierley Gardens: Following the latest RoSPA inspection there are only a small 
number of ‘Low’ risk matters highlighted. You will be asked to consider how the minor ‘fixes’ can be undertaken, 
including painting equipment, spring on gate, padlock on gate, filling gaps/holes in earth next to equipment and a 
date for the work. Further consideration should be given to the longer term plan of reviewing the equipment 
presently available and funding to add new equipment.

Item 4c: Audit to 31 March 2010: I am pleased to report that the audit has been completed by the external auditor 
without query. You will be asked to approve and accept the annual return. 

Item 4d: Internal Auditor: After many years excellent service Mrs Kinghorn has advised she will no longer be the 
Internal Auditor. You will be asked for your thoughts as who could replace Mrs Kinghorn.

Item 4e: Invoice received from Messrs BDO LLP: You will be asked to approve an invoice received for 
£158.63 (15% increase from last year) for auditing the annual Return for 2009/10.

Item 4f: Remembrance Wreath: I have sanctioned the purchase of a Remembrance Wreath at the same cost as 
last year (£18.00). I await receipt of the invoice.

Item 4g: Invoice received for repair to Notice Board at Willow Green junction: Unfortunately the glass doors 
of the notice board were broken sometime the weekend of July 17. Ivan Wilkinson has repaired the doors, added a 
lock to the doors. You will be asked to approve the payment of the invoice of £74.34.

Item 4h: Invoice received from Playsafety Ltd: The invoice for £81.08 was paid (due interest being charged if 
not paid before end of August) for the RoSPA inspection undertaken in June 2010.

Item 5a: Mouldshaugh Developments: I spoke today to Peter Hellmann (Site Manager) regarding the plans for 
the footpath between Willow Green and Brierley Gardens. He advises me that the Consultants have now finished 
these and Mr Hellmann advises me a copy will be sent to the Parish Council within the next week. He has accepted 
an invite to meet the Parish Council regarding these plans although no date was fixed.

Item 5b: NCC20091049: Application for variation of 20071039 for the removal of conditions 5 & 6, to enable 
retention of buildings on a permanent basis and occupation of buildings for more than 2 consecutive 
overnight. Coach House, Brierley Gardens, Otterburn, Newcastle-Upon-Tyne, NE19 1HB: I have been 
advised by Mark Ketley at NCC Planning Department that this application has been refused.

Item 5c: NCC20100517: Variation of condition no.3 attached to planning permission 20031214 Construction 
of 8 dwellings: substitution of house type on plot 90 with plan no. 100603/PO2 and PO3. Plot 90, Leslies 
Drive, Willow Green, Otterburn, Northumberland: This planning application was received during the summer 
recess. It was circulated to all Councillors and subsequently returned to NCC with the following message:

“The Councillors recall that the original application 20031214 had a condition agreed and placed on the developer, to  
construct a footpath linking Willow Green with Brierley Gardens. The details of the route and construction of this path  
was to be agreed through negotiation with the Parish Council. The planning condition clearly stated that no development  
of the sites of Plot 88 - 90 Willow Green should commence until this path is in place.

This is the only concern about the application 20100517 but no development should begin until the footpath is in place.”

Item 5d: NCC20100630: Change of use of barn to holiday let. Closehead Farm, Otterburn, 
Northumberland: This planning application was received during the summer recess. It was circulated to all 
Councillors and received no objections. I advised NCC Planning Department of this approval
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Item 5e: NCC20100675: Construction of one dwelling. Plot 91, Leslies Drive, Willow Green, Otterburn, 
Northumberland: You will be asked to consider this planning application.

Item 6a: Local Transport Plan – Integrated Transport Programme 2011/12: You will be asked to give 
consideration to the LTP for the transport priorities for next years Integrated Transport Programme (2011/12).

Item 6b: Otterburn Hall – Footpaths update: Modification Order (NO 11) 2010 was made by the NCC on 20 
July 2010. The Landowners were advised via Jack French by John McErlane (Definitive Map Officer for NCC) that 
the Modification Order was being advertised in the local press on 6 August and that the Angel Group would be 
served notice and have a minimum period of 42 days in which to make formal representations / objections. At the 
same time notices were erected at the ends of the paths. Six footpaths were detailed in the Modification Order.

Item 6c: Otterburn Hall licence: In light of the concerns of residents of the persistent noise from events at the 
marquee the Parish Council has objected to the Premises licence no PL0258.

Item 6d: Courts Estate Reform Consultation – Hexham Courthouse: I received notice of the consultation and 
that Hexham Courthouse had been earmarked to be one of the 103 magistrates’ courts to be closed. At the request 
of the Tynedale Bench I made the petition I had received available in four locations of the village for four weeks. 
Additionally I highlighted the matter on the Parish Council website. The petition was signed by six people and these 
signatures were returned to the Tynedale Bench.

Item 6e: Mobile Veterinary service: I received an email from Orchard House Veterinary Centre enquiring about 
the possibility of providing a mobile clinic twice a week from outside the Memorial Hall. Councillor Scott 
subsequently spoke to Orchard House regarding practicalities and charge for using electric from the Hall. I spoke to 
Jill Crawford of Orchard House on 2 September to be advised that a decision has not as yet been made whether to 
take this forward.

Item 6f: NCC Tree and Woodland strategy: You will be asked for your comments on this strategy received from 
the NCC.

Martin Chilvers 3 September, 2010
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